Studying Regional Dialect:

Things to look out for in textual study

Grammar

• 
Use of noun plurals formed with -n: shoon "shoes", een "eyes", kine "cows"

• 
 Use of a T/V pronoun system: thee, thou/tha and thy, as well as you, your and yours.

• 
 Use of object pronoun form her in subject case contexts.

• 
 Use of reflexive me for “myself”: I washed me; I laid me down.

• 
 Use of redundant auxiliary do: she do go there every day.

• 
 Variant forms of the verb to be: I is (Northwest), I are (Midlands and East Yorkshire), I be (Southwest), I am (North and East)

• 
Present tense -s in whole verb paradigm, e.g., I likes, you likes, she likes, we likes, they likes, in South and Southwest of England .

• 
Multiple negation: We don't want none.

• 
 Use of ain't for negative auxiliaries isn't, aren't, hasn't, haven't.

• 
 Non-standard past tenses of irregular verbs: I done, I writ, I come, I see.

• 
 Use of never as past tense negative marker: I never went there yesterday.

• 
 Use of them as demonstrative adjective: Look at them big spiders.

• 
 Absence of plural marking on measures of distance and quantity: two pound, ten mile.

• 
 Absence of adverb marking: he came really quick.

• 
 Shift of singular/plural in past tense - I was; I weren't 

   

Lexis


• 
Scotland: luin "boy", quine "girl", greet "cry", gang "go"


• 
 Yorkshire: beck "stream", bairn "child" (These are Paul Kerswill's examples; Barrie Rhodes notes that they are not specific to Yorkshire, but common in the north generally. Bairn is widespread in Scots, while the modern Norwegian noun for a child is barn.)

   

Phonology


• 
Scotland: nicht "night", dochter "daughter", hame "home"


• 
 North: spian "spoon", bian "bone", reet "right"


• 
 North-east: fower "four", sivven "seven"


• 
 South-east Midlands: fut "foot", umman "woman"


• 
Vowel of foot appears in cup in the Midlands and North of England.


• 
 Vowel of trap in words like bath, dance, last, laugh in the North and Wales, vowel of palm, father in the same words in the South.


• 
 Monophthongs in words like goat and face in the North and Scotland, diphthongs in the South.


• 
 Post-vocalic r pronounced in words like car, nurse, father, north in the Southwest and Scotland. It is absent in the Southeast and North.


• 
 Use of glottal stop [ʔ] for /t/ at the end and in the middle of words:


◦ 
 before a consonant: let [ʔ] me 


◦ 
 before a vowel: get [ʔ] over 


◦ 
 before a pause: street [ʔ] 


◦ 
 in the middle of a word between vowels: lett [ʔ] er 

